
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
 

Pentecost 
Sunday 

 
May 19, 2024 

9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5521 Old Mill Road 
Alexandria, Virginia 22309 

(703) 780-5077 
www.epiphanylutheran.org 

Rev. David A. Yocis, Pastor 



2 

WELCOME TO VISITORS 
We’re delighted to welcome all our guests to worship here at 

Epiphany. We would love to remain in contact with you! Use the 
welcome cards in the pew to let us know how to reach out to you; 
please fill one out and drop it in the offering basket. 

Please visit our website www.epiphanylutheran.org and sign 
up to receive our weekly e-mail newsletter! 

All are invited to stand as you are able when indicated by (*). 
 

PRELUDE 
Beethoven, Allegro from Violin Sonata No. 5 

 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned from you 

and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN (ELW 400) 
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. 
One License No. A-733167 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE (UMC 158) 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, 

and your Spirit brings truth to the world. 
Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, 

and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING (Ezekiel 37:1-14) 
A reading from the book of the prophet Elijah. 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to 
me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 

4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 

11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 



6 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSE (Psalm 104:24-34, 35b) 
24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. 

25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to 
number, 
living things both small and great. 

26There go the ships to and fro, 
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

27All of them look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 

28You give it to them; they gather it; 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their 
dust. 

30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
O LORD, rejoice in all your works. 

32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
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33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

34May these words of mine please God. 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 
Hallelujah! 

SECOND READING (Acts 2:1-18, 21) 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 
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not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 

16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In 
the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ ” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL (John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reading from the gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 

16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; 
yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
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away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will 
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see 
me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world 
has been condemned. 

12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are 
to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW #455) 
Wash O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text Ruth Duck © 1989 United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The 
Copyright Company. Used by permission. One License No. A-733167 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
… God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

*PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

All may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying 
“Peace be with you,” or using similar words. For health reasons, please 
do not feel obligated to shake hands with others outside your immediate 
family – consider a reverent bow towards others, with your hand over 
your heart. 
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TABLE 
 

OFFERING 
Since Covid, we do not pass an offering plate. If you wish, you may 

leave an offering in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 
Offerings may also be made electronically at our web site 
www.epiphanylutheran.org. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, 

ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 

for you pour out your Spirit on all flesh 
and amaze us with your deeds of power. 

In your infinite wisdom, you created the earth 
and made it pregnant with new life. 
You raised living creatures from the dust, 
by the power of your Word 
and breathed into them the breath of your Spirit. 

Your Son, Jesus, taught us your truth 
and, before being given up to death, 
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he promised to send us the Holy Spirit 
to support us in both strength and weakness 
as we labor with you 
to bring to birth the promised fulfilment 
of our deepest hopes and yearnings. 
In these last days you have poured out 
the new wine of the Spirit, 
intoxicating us with visions and dreams, 
awakening within us your marvelous gifts 
and firing our tongues with everlasting songs of joy. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who proclaimed good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

Jesus placed no restrictions on who was invited to his table, and so 
neither do we. All baptized persons who wish to share in the sacrament 
are welcome to do so. If you are unable to come forward, please notify the 
host and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Life-giving God, 

in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection 
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, 
and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, 
that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*BLESSING 
 

Go out into the world, 
and labor to bring forth new life. 
Dream dreams, pursue visions 
and speak of God’s goodness 
in the words of those who would hear. 

And may the God who breathed life into creation be your delight. 
May ☩ Christ Jesus give hope to your dreaming, 
and may the Holy Spirit, your advocate and supporter, 
set your hearts ablaze with a passion for peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN (ELW #401 vv. 1-3) 
Gracious Spirit, Hear Our Pleading 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text and music © 1989 Lutheran Theological College, Mukamira, Tanzania, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License No. A-733167 
 
Go in peace to love and to serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 


